
Lailat-al-Qadr: The answer is found in the fact that today is
the last day of the Muslim month of Ramadan—the holiest
and most important month of the Islamic Calendar. In the
Koran, Muslims are told that Allah first revealed Himself to
the prophet Mohammed, during the last few odd-numbered
nights at the end of Ramadan, of which tonight is the last
in this calendar year (1427). The Koran regards the Night
of Decree as better than 1000 months of ordinary time.

Why is October 22, 2006, so
important to Muslims?
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• Prepare for the next 3
weeks of lectures…

• Background and
Relevance
– Globally and locally

talking about how our
discussion of Muslim-
Christian Dialogue is
so relevant at COS

• Muslims are Persons
– It’s about relationships
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Islam is growing about 2.9% per year. This is faster
than the total world population which increases about
2.3% annually. It is thus attracting a progressively
larger percentage of the world's population.

At a level of
1.2 billion,
Muslims
represent
about 22% of
the world’s
population.
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8 Million Muslims in North America
• 7 million in the U.S.; 1 million in Canada.
• Larger than Norway, Finland, Denmark, Switzerland & Sweden.
• Annual growth rate of 6% versus 0.9% for total U.S.
• Interaction between Indigenous and Immigrant Muslims is limited.
• Same size community as Hispanics 25 years ago.
American Muslims are Younger
• 67% of adult American Muslims are under 40 years old
• 67% of the adult American population is over 40 years old
American Muslims are Well-Educated
• 67% of American Muslims have a Bachelor’s degree or higher
• 44% of Americans have a Bachelor’s degree or higher
• The Variance for Advanced Degrees is even greater.
• One in ten American Muslim Household has a physician / medical doctor
American Muslims are Affluent
• U.S. Average income is $42,158 per year (U.S. Census 2000)
• 66% of American Muslim Household’s earn over $50,000 / year
• 26% of American Muslim Household’s earn over $100,000 / year

Information comes from studies by/statistics from Cornell University Study on American Muslims,2002;
Zogby International, August 2000; U.S. Census Data, 2000; Statistical Abstract of the U.S, 2001
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• Albion - Muslim Students Association
• Coldwater - Islamic Center
• Tawheed Center of Farmington Hills
• Grand Rapids Islamic Center and Mosque
• Masjid-Tawheed Islamic Center and Religious Institute in

Grand Rapids
• Islamic Center of Kalamazoo
• Jackson - Islamic Center
• Mt. Pleasant - Islamic Center
• Greater Lansing - Islamic Center
• Wali Mahmoud Islamic Center in Lansing
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• Mosques already located nearby at 1301 Burton,
and 321 Fuller SE—soon, I’ve been told, there
will be another mosque even closer to COS, to
be built somewhere on East Paris Avenue!

• According to the 2000 Census Report:
– 5383 people live in COS’ census tract (49546-126.06)
– 1226 of these are immigrants of Arab origin (upwards

of 90% of whom are probably Muslims), and 1215 are
Bosnians (of whom an average of 50% are Muslims),
this means it’s possible we have about 1700 Muslims
living within the immediate vicinity of COS!
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• In radio and on TV in
recent news (Pope,
Iraq, Documentaries,
various NPR settings)

• In books, newspapers,
and classrooms…

• Within movies (Syriana,
Farenheit 911, a 2-part
film shown 9/10, 9/11)
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• The Banner (Story:
Woman at Oakdale)

• Coffee Break (Story:
Hoda sent to Egypt)

• World Missions and
World Relief (Story: JL)

• Resources (CD-Rom,
Video/Guide, Library
DVDs, Kregel’s Book,
Zondervan’s Book)
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• Food/Clothing Pantry: 10-
20 Muslims monthly

• English Classes: (up to
30 Muslims weekly)

• Food Truck/Pantry: (30-
40 Muslims 2x/month)

• Kids Tutoring: (Muslim
families are represented)

• Benevolence and annual
Outreach Events touch at
least 50 more Muslims
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• “Mary-Anne” Marian Mohammed – Easter
and the Resurrection Doesn’t Make Sense

• Halima – How do you avoid/attempt talking
about the Incarnation and the Trinity
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• Nermin – The soft heart of Christians and
what the name of Jesus means.

• “Mo” Mohammed Umran – finding faith.
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•
• There is TRUTH (and it must be told)
• Persecution and Discipleship
• The Next Generation (long-term change)
• Dialogue for (our) Worship
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• We’ve worked at it
• We have a reputation
• Our works = Jesus’ love
• We cannot stop doing this

*A Muslim cannot be engaged in dialogue if
he/she is not fed, clothed, and does not
know the language enough to be able to
get a job or be conversant about religion.
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1. While Islam is not itself the TRUTH—it contains truths. It stems from
an early Christian sect begun by Arius. There are building blocks for
grace already present in Islam, but at the same time, they do not yet
have the gospel, which is what we need for eternal life. We need to
fill in the gaps. We need to see, believe, and act on this.

2. Still, convincing them is not our job. We share the Truth. We love
them. That done, we trust that God can and will use others’ religions
to prepare them to hear the Truth.

3. Finally, while we want to show mercy, care for, and speak graciously
and respectfully to the Muslims we meet, let us also not forget that
there are Christian Refugees out there who are also our Brothers
and Sisters in Christ, who make up the persecuted church, and who
have lost much for the gospel. Be sensitive to their hurt. Showing
gentleness and sharing God’s grace with a Muslim is a sensitive
issue, both from the Muslim perspective, and for Christians.
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• Speaking of Persecution: It is not something we should
avoid or something we should help others avoid, Muslim
converts included. Jesus said that persectution is to be
EXPECTED in the Christian life—there is a direct link
between persecution and discipleship….

• Islam is a very religious culture and a cultural religion. It
is hostile to heretics just as the Bible and Theology are.

• TRUE BELIEF is a difficult step—Persecution is likely.
This is obvious for Muslims, but should be for us too.

• We must learn to be sensitive and supportive, faithful to
Scripture, and just as willing to be persecuted as we are
to loving them to taking whatever steps to faith they can.
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• Think about people as you learn about Islam.
• But don’t just think about the people you’ve seen or

known yourself, think of others. When grace touches one
life, it leaves a mark on others too.

• Remember especially how God’s faithfulness to this
person will translate into newfound freedom and peace
and grace for a new generation—think of the sons and
daughters of those who are today’s converts to Christ.

• Also recognize that while some converts hide their faith
out of fear of persecution, some converts can become
stronger witnesses (ie. Ergun and Amir Caner).
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•
with Muslims, it reminds us of the uniqueness of
our faith, and of the greatness of the grace and
freedom from legalism we have been given.

• Relating to Muslims and being willing to share
the gospel can be about us coming to love Jesus
Christ more, becoming passionate about the
good news, and becoming increasingly thankful
for the forgiveness we have in Christ.

• It reminds us and revitalizes our First Love.
• Talking to Muslims is as much about the welfare

of our faith and life as it is about theirs.
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Don’t let this become academic or abstract learning.
Be intentional about it.
Attach a name to what you’ll learn.
Let Islam be about real faces you’ve seen / known.
Understanding is about RELATING to People.
These are neighbors, people next door.
They could be family members in 20 years.

It’s about REAL PEOPLE and REAL TRUTH.
Never Forget: Muslims need Jesus as much as us!
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Marianne, Najib, Sophia

Halima
Nermin

Mohammed

Hoda
Deqa

Emir, Ali

Ergun, Fethi, Fadia,
Bassim, Samer, Huda,
Kerim, Ahmed, Abdlahi,
Ishaak, Fouad, Baschar

Hassan
Mehmet
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